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ATRA announcés slight
increase in bus fares

By DAILY NEWS
Reporter

BUS fares are set to rise
slightly in response to in-
Creasing operational costs
following disruptions in fuel
supply linked to the ongoing
Middle East conflict.

The new fares will take
effect 14 days after publica-
tion in the Government Ga-
zette on April 17, 2026 by
the Land Transport Regula-
tory Authority (LATRA).
The adjustments will cover
upcountry buses, commuter
buses, motorcycles and e-

In a statement outlin-
ing the new fare structure,
LATRA Board of Direc-

tors Chairperson, Professor
Ahmed Ame, said intercity

buses have been grouped -

according to class and road

———

Passengers
‘ ‘ travelling

between
0-10 kilometres will
pay 700/-, 11-15
kilometres 800/-,
16-20 kilometres
900/- and 21-25
kilometres 1,000/-.

conditions.

For ordinary buses op-
erating on tarmac roads, the

fare will be 57.93/- per kilo- -

metre, while those travelling
on rough roads will charge
66.62/- per kilometre.

- Semi-luxury buses will
charge 74.18/- per kilometre
on tarmac routes.

Following the changes,
bus fare from Dar es Salaam
to Mwanza will stand at
approximately 75,746 .94/-

for ordinary class and
84,342.66/- for semi-luxury
buses. { from

Similarly, trave
Dar es Salaam to Tunduma
will cost 61,623.5/- for or-
dinary buses and 68,616.5/-
for semi-luxury, while fares
from Dar es Salaam to Ky-
ela will be 60,757.62/- and
67,652.16/- respectively.

Fares for commuter
buses, popularly known
as daladala, have been ar-
ranged according to dis-
tance. Passengers travelling
between 0-10 kilometres
will pay 700/-, 11-15 kilo-
metres 800/-, 16-20 kilome-
tres 900/- and 21-25 kilome-
tres 1,000/-.

“The fare will nise to
1,500/ for a journey cover-
ing 36 to 40 kilometres,” the

Ay

announces

new bus fares

Continued from page 1
statement noted.

However, pupils across
the country will remain ex-
empt from the changes,
fare maintained at 200/- re-
gardless of distance or road

E-taxis and e-motor-
cycles

For the first time, LA-
TRA has also set fares for
digital transport services.
E-taxis with a capacity of
four passengers will have
an initial fare ranging be-
tween 1,100/~ and 1,200/-,
with per kilometre charg-
es between 1,100/~ and
1,300/-.

Meanwhile, the initial
fare for e-motorcycles will
range between 400/- and
500/~ per kilometre.

Prof Ame said LA-
TRA will closely monitor
the implementation of the
new directives to protect
passengers, stressing that
1t 1s strictly prohibited for
operators to charge above
the approved rates.

The fare adjustments
are expected to cushion
operators - against rising
fuel and spare parts costs,
which have continued to
surge amid ongoing ten-
sions in the Middle East in-

volving the United States,
Iran and Israel.
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”Ihnsport stakeholders call forreview
oftuelleviesasgovtincreasesbusfares
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"
BY ROSEMARY MIRONDO

Dar es Salaam. Transport stake-
holders have called fora review of fu-
el-related levies and the broader cost
structure, warning that persistent
price increases are placing growing
pressure on both operators and con-
sumers.

The Land Transport Regulatory
Authority (Latra) on Friday gazetted
newly adjusted fares for upcountry
buses, commuter buses and ride-hail-
ing services after requests and discus-
sions prompted by rise in fuel prices
influenced by Middle East conflict.

The new fares will take effect after
14 days since the release of the an-
nouncement, the regulator stated.

The regulator stated that the re-
vised fare structure was introduced
to reflect current economic realities
while maintaining fairmess for passen-
gers. Under the proposed structure,
commuter buses commonly known
as daladala saw the minimum fare for
trips of up to 10 kilometres rise from
She00 to Sh700. Fares increase pro-

gressively with distance, reaching
about Sh1.500 for journeys between

. Govt has been lu}.cd to look bwond fm.l pnw\ alonc 'md consider rel'm.d sécfors

36 and 40 kilometres.

For long-distance buses, fares are
calculated per kilometre depending
on road type and service level. Or-
dinary buses charge about Sh§7.93
per kilometre on tarmac roads and
Shéé.62on gravel, while semi-luxury
services attract higher rates,

That means, for example, an or-
dinary bus travelling 626 kilometres
between Dar es Salaam and Arusha,
which is now costing Sh30,000 per
passenger, will cost Sh36,264.18 on
tarmac road when the new fares come
intoeffect. For asemi luxury bus trav-
elling the same distance, using the
same tarmac road, it will now cost
Sh46.436.68 instead of Sh42,000
charged currently.

Ride-hailing taxis now operate
within regulated ranges, with trips of
up to one kilometre costing between
$h4,000 and Sh$,000, and per-kilo-
metre charges ranging from Sh1,100
to Sh1,300, alongside additional fees
such as waiting charges and commis-
sions.

Despite the increases, students
remain protected under a flat fare of
Sh200 regardless of distance, when

using commuter buses. The adjust-
ments come amid a sharp rise in fuel
prices following revised cap prices.

On April 1, 2026, the Energy and
Water Utilities Regulatory Authority
(Ewura)announced new prices of the
petroleum products, with petrol rising
to Sh3,820 per litre from Sh2,864 in
March, a33.4 percent increase. Diesel
increased to Sh3,806 from Sh2,858,
while kerosene climbed to Sh3,684
from Sh2,932.

The surge s linked to global supply
disruptions associated with ongoing
geopelitical tensions affecting key oil
infrastructure and shipping routes,
including the Strait of Hormuz. As a
result, global crude prices have ex-
ceeded $100 per barrel.

In2023, Latra revised the bus fares
across the country, with short trips
that previously cost around Sh500
rose to about Sh600 while long-dis-

$100

The price per barrel of crude oll In
the global market due to the ongoing
Israel-US war against lran

tance travel became more expen-
sive with trips such as Dar es Salaam
to Arusha increased from around
$h36,000to about Sh42,000 for semi
luxury buses.

‘TABOA secretary general, Priscus
John, said the volatility of fuel prices
makes it difficult to assess the situa-
tion conclusively. He noted that costs
for fuel, engine oil, and other vehicle
inputs continue to rise despite tem-
porary relief.

He urged the government to look
beyond fuel prices alone and consid-
er related sectors during this period.
John also called for a review of levy
structures, arguing that percent-
age-based charges have become more
burdensome as global prices rise.

“Previously, levies were applied
when global fuel prices were much
lower. Now, with higher base prices,
the same percentage results in signifi-
cantly higher charges,” he said.

Mr John proposed maintaining
levy calculations based on earlier,
lower price benchmarks rather than
adjusting them upward with global
price increases, arguing that tempo-
rary global shocks should not dictate

-
Iong -term tax structures.

Dar es Salaam Commuter Buses
Owners Assoclation (Darcoboa) acting
secretary-general Shifaya Lema de-
clined to comment in detalil.

Tanzania Small Truck Owners
and Operators Association (Tamstoa)
chairman Chuki Shabani said opera-
tors have more flexibility due to the
open-market nature of their business.
He explained that rising fuel costs
are typically passed on to customers,
noting that transport charges for re-
gional routes can increase significant-
ly when fuel prices rise.

MrShabaniadded that the impact
of higher fuel prices extends beyond
the transport sector, affecting all
citizens, including private vehicle
owners. Latra Consumer Consulta-
tive Council Executive Secretary Daud
Daudisaid the fares were reviewed fol-
lowing an increase in fuel costs.

“While operators requested a 100
percentrise, analysis shows fuel costs
have only increased by 33.3 percent,
makingthe request excessive. This ad-
justment ensures fairess while shar-
ing the burden across stakeholders,”
he said.
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